
8 Valentine-Themed
Tabletop Games
for Date Night

With Other Couples

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

It’s fun to have a prize for the winner of each game. You could have each person bring a white
elephant gift to use as prizes. Ask that they bring something that’s either useful, romantic or
something that makes people smile. Things like: life-changing nonfiction book, clean romance
novel, historical fiction book, cookbook, massage tool, garden seeds, clean, gently used
decorative pillow or blanket, houseplant, board or card game, silly putty,  joke book, picture
book, etc. Ideally these things are  something they have lying around the house or they can’t
spend more than $5 if they must buy something. Another option: buy some inexpensive but
useful gifts at the dollar store or party store like: flashlight, pens, markers, tools,  balloons,
kitchen gadgets, batteries, post-it notes, pocket tissues, notebook, etc.

OK, on to the games!

1. Guess how many Hershey’s Kisses Are In the Jar
Fill up a big jar with Kisses, keeping track of how many. Have people guess the
amount as they arrive for the party, and then award the jar at the end for the
correct guesser to take home.
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2. Not so Newlywed Game
Give each person a white board, notebook or stack of blank paper with
something to write on the corresponding material. Each couple is a team but
each partner answers individually.  Read the following questions to all couples.
Each person writes the answer without letting her/his partner see the answer.
Take turns, going couple by couple, with each partner revealing his/her answer at
the same time. If couples have matching answers they get a point as a team.
First team  to 10 points wins. If the question says s/he then ask it with “she” first,
then ask it with”he.”

Questions:
1. What would s/he have a hard time giving up?
2. If s/he won a $10K prize s/he would spend it on this….
3. Out of the two of us, who is the most romantic?
4. Which of us made the first move to start our relationship?
5. S/he thinks this is her/his best physical  feature?
6. Her/his  favorite book is?
7. Her/his favorite movie is?
8. Her/his  favorite vacation place is which: beach, amusement park,

mountains, or cruise ship?
9. Her/his favorite restaurant is?
10. S/he makes it a point to never run out of?
11. Her/his favorite part of the honeymoon was? (G-rated please)
12. Her/his favorite dessert is?
13. What is the best date the two of you did together before marriage?
14. What is the best date the two of you had after marriage?
15. What is her/his pet peeve?
16. How many pairs of shoes does s/he own?

3. Who’s the Best Wooer?
What you need:
- bag of conversation hearts, at least 2 or more if you have a big group, poured into bowls within
easy reach of each person
-stacks of small pieces of paper, 8 ½  x 11 inches cut into fourths
-pen or pencil for each person
-The following names of characters, each written on a different index card or piece of paper..

Miss Piggy
Spiderman
Oprah
Wonder Woman
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Tom Brady
Thomas Jefferson
Wilbur the Pig from Charlotte’s Web
Batman
Louisa May Alcott
Martin Luther King Jr.
George Washington Carver
Elon Musk
Harriet Tubman
John Denver
Charles Dickens
Donald Trump
Mariah Carey
Donny Osmond
Winnie the Pooh
Eeyore
Rabbit
Tigger
Glenn Beck
Nancy Pelosi
Bill Nye the Science Guy
Benjamin Franklin
Katniss Everdeen

Leave out any name if even one person doesn’t know who it is in your group. Add
names you think are known among the whole group. The sky’s the limit! You could add
Bible characters, athletes, celebrities, historical figures, fictional characters, etc. If you
are playing with people from your church group, book club, or homeschool co-operative
it’s fun to use names from books you have all read, like Daniel in the Bible or Nathaniel
Bowditch from Carry on Mr. Bowditch.

How to Play:
Person whose birthday is closest to Valentine’s Day goes first. S/he takes the deck of cards,
reading through them. Then s/he picks a card that s/he likes and announces the character that
s/he is taking on for the round. This is the character that the other players want to woo with a
love letter. Then s/he sets a timer for 3 minutes. Then everybody else takes conversation hearts
and writes a “love letter” to that character, using at least one conversation heart for each
sentence. When time is up, take turns reading them out loud and then the judge  decides which
love letter is best. The judge rewards the best wooer with the character card, which equals one
point. The best wooer then gets to eat the conversation hearts used in the love letter if desired.
Keep playing until someone gets a predetermined amount of points. Here are samples, with
phrases from the candy hearts in bold):

For Kermit the Frog:
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Oh Kermy, my BAE!
Here we go, from LAUGH
To HOT STUFF
To REAL LOVE.
CALL ME
KISS ME
Love, Miss Piggy

For Katniss Everdeen:
Dearest Katniss,
Your archery and hunting prowess make me SMILE.
You are a CUTIE PIE.
Come hunt me down and HUG ME.
I am so impressed by your COOL skills.
LYMY, so TEXT ME!.
I am so SWEET on you!
Love, Peeta

4. Valentine Encore
Play like the Encore board game, which involves knowledge of lyrics to songs. Divide the
group into two teams. Write the following words on index cards.

Love
Forever
Name of Flower
Name or type of candy, or just the word candy
Heart
Girls’ Names that Start with A-L
Girls’ Names that Start with M-Z
Food
Light
Hug
Kiss
Any term of endearment, like cutie, sweetheart, dear, etc.

Divide into teams. The team who has the least amount of people who have ever sung in a choir
goes first. That team picks a card and reads the word or phrase on it. The team then has to
sing or recite a phrase from a song that mentions either that word or a word that fits in that
category. Then the other team has to do the same. Then it goes back to the first team to name a
phrase. Keep going back and forth until one of the teams can’t say or sing a phrase any more.
The last team to mention a phrase keeps the card to symbolize a point. Play until a team gets to
a predetermined number of points, like 5 or 10.
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5. Love  in Cookies
Get the picture book Sugar Cookies: Bite-sized Lessons in Love by Amy Krouse Rosenthal from
your local public library, or you can listen to it being read aloud here in YouTube
Have a plate of sugar cookies on the center of the table. (Find out ahead of time if any guests
are sugar-free or gluten-free and prepare accordingly.)
Pass out pen or pencil to everyone and stacks of identical sizes of paper, like 8 ½ x 11 cut into
fourths.
Read the book the whole way through to the group, or listen to it on YouTube (link above).
Have everyone write down one word that relates to love and/or Valentine’s Day. It could be a
positive emotion, or an adjective, verb, or adverb. Words like the following:

Desire
Darling
Honor
Respect
Reciprocate
Adorable
Sweetly
Lovely
Softly
Valentine
Serve
Romantic
Everlasting Love
Precious
Affectionately
Commitment
Cutely

Go ahead and use these words if people are having a hard time thinking of words on
their own.

Person whose name starts with the closest letter to the letter “L” starts first as the first
judge. The judge announces his word. Everyone now defines that word, just like in the
book, in terms of cookies, by writing his/definition on a piece of paper.  That means each
player uses the word “cookie” in the definition. He or she writes, “Respect
means….(with the person’s answer using the word ‘cookie.’ )”
So, for example, in the book, the first word explained in terms of cookies was
“endearment.”
“Endearment means ‘Come here, my sugar, my cookie, my sweet little morsel!’
The next example in the book is  “considerate.” “Considerate means I waited until you
came home until I licked the dough so we could do it together.”
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So you can see that you can use the word cookie figuratively or literally in your definition,
as long as you use the word.
Each player turns his/her paper to the judge after writing his/her definition on the paper.
The judge reads the papers out loud and picks the best one. The judge turns his paper
with the word on it to the winning player to use a point awarded. First player to get to a
predetermined point value wins, such as 3, 5, 10, depending on the size and
attention/engagement of the group. Or play until everyone has had a turn to be the judge
with the winner being the one with the most points.

Alternate way to play: Instead of being the judge, the judge is the host and reads aloud
each answer and each player guesses who said what answer. Keep score on a piece of
paper with each correct guess worth one point and play to a predetermined point value.
Enjoy eating the sugar cookies at the end of the game!

6. Valentine Pictionary
What you need:
-Have two teams and provide each team with a white board, big sketch pad or stack of
papers to draw on,
-white board markers or pen/pencil for each team
-one minute timer, either sand or timer on phone
-Make cards or slips of paper with the following words, one on each card

Chocolate
Rose
Valentine
February
Teddy bear
Balloon
Love
Candlelight
Movie
Doily
Cookie
Cupcake

Each team has one person drawing at a time, the artist. Each artist looks at the word
without showing it to any teammate.
The artists then draw a picture to get the teammates to guess that word, both teams
playing at the same time. You may not use letters or numbers in the drawing. First team
that  guesses correctly before the time is up gets a point. Alternate turns. First team to
reach the designated number of points wins.

7. What’s the First Line of Romantic Movies?
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What you need to play:
- stacks of small pieces of paper, like 8 ½ by 11 inches, cut into fourths
-pen/pencil for each player
-device connected to Internet

Ask everyone to write down his/her  favorite romantic comedy or romantic drama movie
on a piece of paper.

Examples are movies like:

Sleepless in Seattle
Pride and Prejudice
Les Mis
Phantom of the Opera
While You Were Sleeping
You’ve Got Mail
An Affair to Remember
Pillow Talk
Yours, Mine and Ours
Pride and Prejudice
Emma

Use any or all from the above list if people can’t think of anything.
Person whose birthday is closest to Valentine’s Day goes first as host. That person
announces the movie s/he picked. Everyone guesses what the first line of the movie is
and writes it down. The person who picked it, the host, uses an Internet search engine to
find the real first line and writes it down. The host collects all the papers and reads them
out loud, all the fake lines plus the real first line. The players guess what the real first line
is. Each correct guess is a point. Play to a designated number of points or until everyone
has had a turn.

8. Match the Love Letter or Love Quote to the Author
What you need:
-Write the following names of people on a white board with the letter preceding the
name:

A. George Washington
B. Romeo
C. Robert Browning
D. Fitzwilliam Darcy
E. John Adams
F. Juliet
G. Abigail Adams
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H. Elizabeth Bennett
I. Elizabeth Barrett Browning
J. Martha Washington

- Pass out paper and pen/pencil to everyone

1. “I retain an unalterable affection for you, which neither time or distance
can change… “

2. ‘Lov� sweeten� Lif�, an� Lif� sometime� destroy� Lov�.”

3. “And now listen to me in turn. You have touched me

more profoundly than I thought even you could have

touched me — my heart was full when you came here

today. Henceforward I am yours for everything....”

4. “You have bewitched me in body and
soul, and I love, I love, I love you.”

5. "My �o��t� �� as ����d�e�s �� �h� �e�, My �o�� �s de��. The ���� I
gi�� �� t�e�, The ���� I ha��, fo� ��t� ��e �nfi���e."

6. "It were a grief so brief to part with thee. Farewell."

7. “Do not consider me now as an elegant female, intending to play
you, but as a rational creature, speaking the truth from her
heart.”
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8. “The unbounded confidence I have in your attachment to me,
and the dear pledges of our a�ection, has soothed the solitary
hour, and rendered your absence more supportable; for had I
have loved you with the same a�ection, it must have been
misery to have doubted.”

9. “My love, I wrote to you by the last post about a
silver cup that I bought, and it weighed 113
ounces.”

10. “My only sweetest, I will write just a word to catch the earlier post,
— time pressing. Bless you for all you su�er…I know it though it would be
very needless to call your attention to the di�culties. I know much, if not
all, and can only love and admire you ,— not help, alas!”

Read aloud the love letter excerpts. Have people write the

letter next to the name and the name from the board on

their paper. Then read aloud the love letter excerpts and

have them guess who wrote what by putting the number for

the love letter excerpt next to the person’s name on their

paper.

Answer Key to Love Letter Game:

1. A

2. E

3. I

4. D

5. F

6. B

7. H

8. G

9. J

10. C
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