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Here are six games you can play right away for gameschooling with playing cards, dice, 
educational books from your public library, and/or paper and pencils! 

1. Whammy (a game that involves visual discrimination, quick reflexes, lots of social 
interaction, and body language) 

This game requires an even number of players to form teams. It’s for four or more 
players, in even numbers. Take a deck of playing cards, shuffle and deal 5 cards to each 
player. Divide the rest of the cards into equal amounts so each team has a draw pile. 
The goal is to get four cards of the same suit in your hand, and then communicate 
unobtrusively to your partner that you have reached the goal. You have to communicate 
with a signal that you agree upon with your teammate in private. No touching allowed, 
especially under the table! It can be a verbal signal, as in a code word or phrase, or a 
body language signal. Place a draw pile between the people in each pair. Players in 
teams take turns drawing cards to place in their hand. When someone on a  team gets 
four of the same suit, that person then gets to do the signal, so that the teammate can 
say Whammy! The person has to decide whether or not to say it right away or they can 
delay it. Opponents can contend your claim to Whammy by asking for proof that you 
have four of a kind. Then the team that said Whammy has to prove they really have four 
of a kind. If they were lying and someone calls their bluff then they are out of the game 
and play continues with the remaining players. Play as many rounds as you want and 
keep score of which team wins each round.  

 

 

 

 

2. Liebrary Jr. (a creative writing game) This is based on a board game for adults, 
“Liebrary,” by Discovery Bay Games. It is, sadly, out of print, but you can find used 
copies online and at thrift stores. Here is how to create a Jr. version for children using 
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only children’s books. This game takes some prep time well before the time you will want 
to play, so plan ahead. For this game you need paper that all looks the same, in color, 
size and shape. Cut 8 ½ x 11 paper in small sections the size of index cards or just use 
index cards. You also need access to the internet and pencils for every player, and 
paper and pencil to keep score. Make a list of 10 titles of classic children’s picture books, 
if you are playing with children ages under 10, and throw in classic chapter books, if the 
players are 10 and up. If you don’t want to do the research to find the first line of each 
book then use the titles of books found here, because it tells first lines.  

One person can remain as “librarian” the whole game or the librarian position can rotate, 
if you have fluent readers who can easily read other children’s handwriting. If not then an 
adult should remain as the librarian for the whole game so as not to stumble when 
reading hard-to-read handwriting and give things away.  

Use your list of ten titles of books to write the title on each piece of paper. Then Google 
the titles to find a plot summary for each book and write it down under the title. Then 
Google to find the first line of each book, if you can, and write that under the plot 
summary. Sometimes you can find people reading aloud the books on YouTube. Or you 
will find lists of first lines of books, like here. If you can’t find all the first lines you will 
have to find the actual books in your own collection or from the library, and write them 
down on the bottom of the card/piece of paper. Or change out the titles to use what you 
can find online. That’s why this game takes some prep time, a few days before you want 
to play the game. 

OK, when it’s time to play, gather your players. Tell them they get to be authors for the 
day and write the first lines of famous books. Read them a title, then the plot summary, 
and ask them to come up with a great first line that suits the title and plot summary on 
the piece of paper, with their name written on the paper as well. It’s even more fun if you 
have the actual books you can display one by one and use to hold in front of the card 
that you read from. 

Have them turn their papers over to the librarian, turning the paper face down so no one 
else sees the writing. Then the librarian reads aloud each paper, giving each one a 
number, including the paper that has the real first line. Players then vote on which paper 
contains the real first line. The librarian writes a “V” for vote on each paper and notes 
who votes for what. S/he then gives out the scoring points. One point if people vote for 
your first line, two points if you guess correctly the real first line. Keep track of points. 
First person to five or ten points (or whatever number) wins. 
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3. In Terms of Cookies (a creative writing game) 

 

 

This is from my blog, treeoflifemothering.com, with a few changes: 

For a group educational activity involving my children and some other children, I came up with a 
delightful game based on Amy Krouse Rosenthal’s Cookies books: 

● Cookies: Bite-size Lessons on Life 
● Christmas Cookies: Bite-Size Holiday Lessons 
● Sugar Cookies: Sweet Little Lessons on Love 
● One Smart Cookie:Bite-sized Lessons for the School Years and Beyond 

We had enjoyed reading aloud the original Cookies back in November together. I did some 
research and percolation of thought since then and came up with an activity based on the book. 
We've been gameschooling a lot lately with another group of homeschoolers, and it's so much 
fun! 

So last week I read aloud the Christmas Cookies book, which is one of her Cookies sequels. 
The author has two more sequels as well. These delightful books are dictionaries, in a way, in 
that they give word definitions. But the definitions always involve cookies. So fun! So for 
example, "Tradition means we always make the same cookies the same time every year in our 
matching aprons." 
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Here's what we did for a fun learning and bonding time together to inspire a love of language 
arts. You don't have to do this for a "school" activity. You can do it for family game night, a party, 
or with adults for a date night. It's very adaptable! Just remember to serve cookies too! 

I read aloud the picture book, Christmas Cookies. For each page, I first just tossed out the word 
being defined on that page, like "tradition" or "disappointed." I covered up the words and just 
showed the picture. I asked the children to come up with a correct definition of the word, based 
on the clues given in the picture. If you have a super competitive, clever group of children, you 
might want to give points for each correct definition they give and double points if they manage 
to match the author's definition. 

 

 

Then announce the winner at the end. Otherwise just read and enjoy without keeping track of 
points. 

Then we played our creative writing game. I put a stack of index cards (or you can use small, 
uniform pieces of scratch paper) in the center of the table and a bunch of pencils. 

I Googled a random list of adjectives on my phone. We reviewed what an adjective is and what 
a noun is.I tossed out an adjective, like "aggressive." Then I instructed them to write a definition 
of aggressive, in terms of either Christmas or cookies. They weren't allowed to use the same 
word in the definition. So in other words, they were to write, "Aggressive means...(fill in the 
blanks)." without repeating the word aggressive, and using something about Christmas or 
cookies in the definition. (In hindsight, I would ask if anyone doesn't know the word in the first 
place and I would ask someone who does know to define it. We had one girl who didn't always 
know the definitions so her answers missed the mark.) 

Then they passed their cards to me, with the side written on face down, and I shuffled the cards 
up. 
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I read them aloud, and they tried to pick whose definition was whose. They got a point for each 
correct guess. 

The person with the most points when our time was over won the game.We had much laughter 
and hilarity! It was sooo fun! Here are some samples of what they wrote: 

My 15 year old son wrote "Aggressive means fighting crowded stores to go Christmas 
shopping." I would say that is also "procrastination" haha. So you could play this game with 
nouns too. 

My 13 year old daughter wrote, "Aggressive means setting a booby trap on the plate of cookies 
you give to the neighbors." Yikes! I say that's mean! 

She also wrote, "Alert means making sure the cookies don't burn." Clever! 

The 10 year old wrote, "Aggressive means making 10 dozen cookies." I call that ambitious! 

A 12 year old girl wrote, "Aggressive means my mom is mad and attacking the dough while she 
makes the cookies." LOL! 

Two of the students, siblings, had a meeting of the minds by coincidence and wrote, 
"Adventurous means trying a new cookie recipe." 

My 13 year old daughter wrote a similar definition only she added more. She wrote, 
"Adventurous means using a recipe you've never seen before." She is such an artist, so I knew 
that one was hers, because of the use of the word "seen." It was so fun to see the children's 
personalities shine through in their definitions. 

My 15 year old wrote, "Adventurous means being Kevin in Home Alone 2." I knew that one was 
his as well! 

For "attractive," we had: 

"Attractive means those presents under the tree look so, so, so, good!" 

and 

"Attractive means so-and-so thinks Mrs. Claus is cute!" The writer put her brother's name in 
there for "so-and-so", which made it easy for all to guess who it was. She quickly learned not to 
do that for future turns, LOL! 

At the end we served cookies of course. :-) 
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Everyone had a rousing good time. We also played this when my adult children came for 
Christmas vacation, on Christmas Eve, when they set out cookies for Santa. They enjoyed it 
too! A variation could be like in the Apples to Apples board game where you have a judge who 
picks the best definition. 
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4. Bananagrams (a vocabulary and spelling game, so much better than Scrabble!) 
You can buy the game on amazon for $14.99. Until you can pay for that, the following 
link contains directions for a homemade version using porcelain tiles you buy at a home 
improvement store for less expense. Or just use pieces of cardstock or other heavy 
paper.  https://www.trueaimeducation.com/diy-bananagrams-letter-tiles/ 

 

5. Math Dice Games (math games). You can buy the brand of math game called 
“MathDice” by ThinkFun which has two 12-sided dice and three regular dice. Until you 
get those you can just have fun with ordinary dice. Or you can make a simulation of a 
12-sided die by writing the numbers 1 to 12 on identical sizes of paper and putting them 
in a bag and having players pick them at random. 

These websites have great games that involve dice that you probably already have, 
although some of the games may involve 12-sided dice that you might need to buy or 
simulate: 

● https://mathgeekmama.com/math-dice-games/ 
● https://www.weareteachers.com/dice-games/ 
● https://zenomath.org/toolbox/dice-games/ 
● https://www.thinkfun.com/teachers/math-dice/ 
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6. Two Truths and a Lie. (can use for any subject) This game is so customizable. Take a 
stack of nonfiction, reference or encyclopedia books. Children’s atlases and Usborne 
books about history, geography, art, architecture, science, nature, and math are ideal for 
this game. See my Usborne bookstore here to get some if needed. Give every player a 
book, and then a piece of paper and pencil. Set the timer for five to ten minutes, 
depending on the ability of the players to read, process, and write. Ask each player to 
write down three statements they find in a book. Have them change one of the 
statements to be false, and number each statement from 1-3. Players take turns reading 
out loud their statements after the 5-10 minutes are up. Everybody votes on which 
statement is the false one. One point for each correct guess, and the first person who 
gets to a predetermined amount, or has the most points at the end of a predetermined 
amount of time, wins! 
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7. Timeline Card Game 

Here's how to make it, adapted from the Timeline Card game form Asmodee: (I do 
encourage you to buy all the versions. Until you can, the homemade version below can 
fill in the gap. I made the cards above and below to go with our study of the book The 
Faithful Spy, an amazing graphic novel about Dietrich Bonhoeffer.) 

1. Get index cards or cut heavy paper, like card stock, to similar size 

2. Put historical event, image, and date on one side 

3. On other side put just the event, and the image 
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You can sketch the images, cut from magazines, or get from the Internet. Be creative! 

Deal out four cards to each player, with the side that does not contain the date face up. 
Emphasize to players that they are not to turn the cards over. They are not supposed to see the 
side with the date on it yet! Figuring out the date is the main part of the game.  

Have the rest of the cards in the draw pile, with the face of the card that has all three things face 
down (event, image, date). Turn the top card over and place it in the center. 

Person whose next birthday is closest goes first. He/she looks at the playing card and picks a 
card from his/her hand and decides if it goes before or after, placing it to the left if "before" and 
to the right if "after." Then he/she turns over the card. If the person is right, the person doesn't 
have to draw another card from the draw pile. If the person is incorrect, the person places the 
card in the right spot, then draws another card. Play goes clockwise, with play getting 
increasingly harder as more cards are played and you have to place cards in between other 
cards. First person to run out of cards wins! 

 

Books to Buy or  Get From the Library to Get Game Ideas from: 

For Ages Under 8: 

All these books by Peggy Kaye: 

Games for Learning 

Games for Reading 

Games for Math 

Games for Writing 

Games with Books 

 

For 8 and Up: 

Let’s Play Math by Denise Gaskins 

Unbored Games: 70 Seriously Fun Activities for Kids and Their Families by Joshua Glenn 
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How to Attract Games with Limited Money 

1. Get ideas for what games you want by frequenting these pages:  
● My Little Poppies Amazon page or the website my-little-poppies.com 
● dadsuggests.com 
● gamenightmaven.com 
● thewaldockway.com. 

 

2. Pick out thrift stores that are on your routes for your regular errands, or not too far out of 
your way. Go at a regular time, like right before grocery shopping or in between dropping 
off and picking up a child from a class or lesson. Find out if the thrift store has half off 
days or other types of discount days, or even discount days for educators. Then go at 
that time, and show them your homeschool association ID card, to get the discount. As 
Cait from mylittlepoppies.com says, because of the Marie Kondo craze, people are 
purging stuff from their closets, so you are likely to find great deals! Games for a few 
dollars or less if you go on discount days. I definitely have! I have found Super Master 
Mind, Apples to Apples, Buzzwords, National Geographic Brain Game, Cranium Wow, 
Cadoo, Upwords, Pictionary, Scattergories Jr., and many more this way. 
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3. Set a budget for what you will spend each month to build your collection, whether it's $5 
a month, $25, $50, whatever. It's easy to get addicted to this, thus overspending, unless 
you set limits!  

 

4. Also check out used bookstores in your area. Sometimes they have used puzzles and 
used board games.I got a vintage “Know Your America” board game for kids about 
American history and the Constitution this way, for only $1.50! 

 

5. Let your friends/neighbors/relatives know you are collecting educational games for 
gameschooling. They will probably be happy to give you some for free! 

 

6. Join Facebook groups for board gaming in your community and let them know what you 
are looking for. Again, they might be happy to sell them gently used or give them away 
because of the Kondo influence. 

 

7. Find out what friends of yours are into board gaming. Ask if they have a certain game 
you are eyeing and if you may borrow it and try it out before you buy. This allows you to 
make sure the game appeals to your children and has replay value. That's how I 
discovered Chickapig, my 10 year old's current fave and what he got for Christmas. 

 

8. Check ebay, craigslist, and other groups in your area for gently used stuff for sale. 
ksl.com classifieds in Utah is definitely a great resource. 

 

9. If you can't afford the game you really want at retail and can't find it used read the 
game's descriptions on amazon.com and boardgamegeek.com. Sometimes, just by 
reading about the mechanics of the game, you can create a crude DIY version of the 
game that will tide you over until you have saved enough to buy the game at retail. You 
can also Google the name of the game with the phrases “DIY” or “free printable.”  Some 
examples of this are: Code Names, Apples to Apples, Taboo, Scattergories, Balderdash, 
Pictionary, and Liebrary. This is usually easiest for  language arts-based games and 
math games. 
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My Backstory of Gameschooling 

 

The holidays always remind me of board game playing time. I grew up in a family that always 
played games over Christmas break, the "Week Between" Christmas and New Year's. I have 
fond, cozy memories of happily playing the classics of Scrabble, Boggle, Clue, PayDay, Life, 
Pictionary and other games with my parents and sibs. A fire crackled in the fireplace, and snow 
banked outside the house. 

True story: one time, in high school, I planned a New Year's Eve party with some friends, 
involving board games. My sisters and I got Pictionary for Christmas that year. Some of my 
friends showed up on the wrong night because they got the date wrong. We were playing 
games anyway, because we play games every night during the Christmas break, so we just 
invited them in to join in with Pictionary and played away! They left not one bit wiser about 
coming on the wrong night! 
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We also played games with neighbor kids, like Life and Clue, and games for Family Night. I 
remember Pit being a rowdy favorite.This game-playing tradition has spread and passed on to 
the next generation.The grandchildren love games, so much so that the game playing has 
carried over beyond the Week Between to other family gatherings, like Thanksgiving, monthly 
Sunday family dinners to celebrate birthdays, and summer reunions. 

 

 
One of my sons and some of his cousins are such serious game players that they have amazing 
game collections and special bags to carry them in. They prefer more role-playing and tile-laying 
games. Carcassonne, anyone? I'm not so much into those. I prefer word, math, and quiz 
games. Games without Meeples. I saw, however, on Facebook that the Duggars like Catan, so 
I’m learning to like it. :-) 
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My oldest son even went to a board game convention. When he recently came to spend 
Christmas break with us, he brought the following games to play, in a special luggage bag 
designed just for games. See the games in the pic above and below: 
 
 

 
 
 

We did get to play Secret Hitler on Christmas night. That's a fave around here. I'm learning to 
like it. I wish it drew more upon knowledge of historical facts. Victory is based purely on strategy 
and acting. The kids also played it Christmas Day morning. Dear blessed children, for playing 
quietly and letting their father and me sleep in! 
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We didn't get to all of the games he brought, because we played a lot of the new games we got 
as Christmas gifts, plus football, plus the Christmas Cookies game I created, plus another one I 
invented, which is under wraps for now, plus Spontuneous Christmas, plus Word on the Street. 
Of the games he brought, we did play Ra, Azul, and First Sparks. I also insisted we play 
Backseat Drawing. Some of the family played 5211 and Resistance. That doesn't even count all 
the games we played on New Year's Eve. So yes, we take games seriously at our house :-). 
 
This is probably why when I heard about gameschooling, the idea resonated with me so much! I 
first heard about playing games for school, in a primitive form, from these books by Peggy Kaye, 
back in 1998: 
 
Games for Learning 
Games for Math 
Games for Reading 
Games for Writing 
Games with Books 
 
I love these books! I still have them. I bought them when my oldest was 5 and have sooo 
enjoyed doing one-on-one games with different children through the years for our homeschool 
journey. They are simple DIY games made with paper, pencil, or sometimes dice and a timer, 
dried beans, or a paper clip, or other common household items. The author also has Games for 
Books, which looks fun too. Her website is here,where she has free games to download. 
 
I also loved using Diane Hopkins' Happy Phonics kit, which is full of games to teach children 
how to read. I got that with Child #2 and have used it with succeeding children. I also had fun 
going to the Orem UT PERC every week, which is a lending library of educational games and 
toys. So fun! Then I moved and couldn't access it. I finally found a similar place in Davis County 
Utah but it wasn't quite as fun. 
 
Then I heard about ToriAnn Perkey, a homeschool mom in Utah, who promotes games in 
homeschooling. See her website homeschooltohomeschool.com. I had also read in Oliver and 
Rachel DeMille's Leadership Education: the Phases of Learning book about having learning 
games in a closet, like Scattergories, but I hadn't bought any academic-type games yet. So I 
started to pick up used games at thrift stores, like Blurt, Brainquest card decks, Outburst Jr., 
S’math, etc. and I bought a bunch of new educational games with grand visions of playing 
games all day. You can see my early musings about all of it here, from 2013. I was so excited, 
as I felt like, "Hey, this will feel like Christmas from my childhood, all the time!" I got 
Bananagrams, Appletters, Pair of Pears, Dixit, Tell a Tale, Storymatic, Rory's Story Cubes, 
Camp, Wildcraft, and a bunch of math games. 
 
About that time, sometime around when I moved, I read about gameschooling from Cait, over at 
My Little Poppies, over four years ago. I'm happy to say, that finally, four years later (!) the 
forces of the Universe have conspired to make gameschooling come together in my life with my 
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three youngest children! I've been doing gameschooling as part of my homeschooling, every 
day, for the past few months, and it really has infused so much fun into my homeschooling. I 
think I'm loving it more than my children. 
 
So, if you homeschool, I challenge you to start gameschooling. thewaldockway.com has a 
challenge for 2020 of reading a book and playing a game every day for school. That's reading 
any book a day and playing any game a day. Easy, fun, and you bond and learn at the same 
time! 
 
Even if you don't homeschool, I challenge you to invite more board and other tabletop games 
into your life, whatever your age or stage in life. They truly change ordinary days into 
extraordinary ones, along with reading aloud. They turn an ordinary day into a hygge day, and 
allow you to do "hyggeschooling" instead of plain old homeschooling! They keep your brain 
limber and you have fun at the same time!  
 

Happy game hunting and playing! I'd love to hear about your deals that you find or games that 
you make! Please go to my blog post containing most of the words I just wrote, here, and make 
comments to let me know your thoughts and deals! 
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