
30 + Ideas for Kids to Make Money by Celestia Shumway, treeoflifemothering.com 
 

1. Collect recyclables and redeem for cash. Ron Lieber talks about this in his book, The 
Opposite of Spoiled. It takes no skill and is easy for kids to do. Kids can ask neighbors 
and friends to save them. It does take time on the parents’ part to help them get to the 
recycling center, but what a great lesson to them on working hard and cleaning up the 
environment at the same time.  

 
2. Find source of free or cheap produce and sell at Farmers’ Markets. 

● ksl.com classifieds (in Utah) or other online classified market 
● ripenearme.com 
● Ask friends and family if they have extra fruit or produce that needs picking and 

taken away. Often they are grateful you will pick and take away for free. 
● Drive around and look for overflowing trees and gardens and ask at door if you 

can have the produce, if you are brave enough. :-) 
● My sons and I did this by finding free grapefruit through a friend of a friend. Both 

boys made enough to pay for their scout and sport camps for a summer 
 

3. Sell other things at Farmers’ Market 
● Aloe vera plants 
● Basil, mint, rosemary 
● Cookies and brownies, especially paleo, gluten free and or sugar-free 
● Use Google and Pinterest to find more ideas 

 
 

4. Sell bouquets of roses or carnations for Valentine’s Day 
● Get from: Costco, Trader Joe’s, Smith’s in person (can order online too) 
● Online sources are https://mrrosesfarms.com/ and https://globalrose.com/ 
● Also buy cellophane wrappers and fernery from amazon to package the flowers 
● then sell for a profit. My friend helped her daughter do this. Their cost was $16.16 

per dozen for roses, including shipping.  They sold them for $30, delivered. For 
carnations, their cost was about $7 (with the additional supplies) and they sold a 
dozen for $15, delivered on Valentines.  You do need to plan for some stem 
breakage on the flowers and order a little more than you sell. 

● start marketing the end of January 
● Make online order form using Google forms, then market using Facebook 
● My friend helped her daughter do this, she earned enough money to take a trip to 

China 
 
 

5. Create a year-round floral bouquet delivery service to deliver prepaid bouquets for 
Mother’s Day, birthdays, Christmas, and Valentine’s, using idea above.  
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6. Sell chocolates for Valentine’s Day or Mother’s Day. Can do in conjunction with the 
roses and carnations above. That is what my friend in the flower example above did. She 
got the chocolates from https://jmorganconfections.com/index.asp 
They had a 5 ounce bag of delicious truffles that cost them $2 and they sold at $8. 
 
They also had "package" prices.  A dozen roses and a bag of chocolates was $35 and a 
dozen carnations with chocolates at $20. 
 

7. Sell sugar-free chocolates and cookies for Valentine’s Day. 
  

8. Make and sell sugar-free chocolate, candy, and baked goods to local health-food store 
(will need to get a food-handler’s permit) 

 
9. Lawn mowing/yard care/weeding 

 
10. Babysitting 

● Babysitters who actually play games with children and engage with them are in 
high demand 

● Older teens who can spend the night to babysit while parents have a retreat are 
worth weight in gold 

 
11. Make cookies and sell using Google forms and Facebook, might be a better market for 

gluten free, paleo, or sugar-free (might need food handler’s permit) 
 

12. Make suckers, cookies, brownies,etc. to sell at weekly homeschool meet-ups 
 

13. Make dinner (main dish, salad, and dessert) and deliver, use Google Forms and 
Facebook to take orders and market 
 

14. Cleaning bathrooms. Author Janine Bolon in her book says as a teen she cleaned toilets 
for $5 each and made a lot of money 

 
15. Housecleaning 

 
16. Pet/house sitting 

 
17. Dog walking 

 
18. Buy stuff at thrift store and resell on ebay 

 
19. Find used books at thrift stores and sell online 

 
20. Make handmade stuff and sell on etsy.com 
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21. Tutor younger children in reading, math, musical instruments 

 
22. Sell cotton candy or other treats at local fairs, parades, and other outdoor events 

 
23. Play music at wedding receptions 

 
24. Poop scooping people’s yards 

 
25. Photography services for older teens 

 
26. Cleaning offices 

 
27. Put on birthday parties, including set-up, getting food, serving food, providing 

entertainment, and cleaning up 
 

28. Be a magician and perform at parties 
 

29. Become a balloon artist and perform at birthday parties 
 

30. Get good at art, show and sell artwork on Instagram, advertised for commissioned art 
 

31. Put on a camp in the summer for kids to learn knowledge or skill for a week, such as a 
Patriots’/Constitution Camp, a dance, storytelling, drama, sports, or music camp 

 
32. Find events such as races, marathons, fireworks shows, sporting events, fairs, etc. and 

see if you can be part of the paid clean-up crew 
 
Carol Topp, CPA and homeschool mom, wrote a book called Micro Business for Teens full of 
even more ideas! She also does a podcast. See her website here.  
You can get a basic summary of the book by watching the video here.  
 
 

“There are chances for work all around just now, opportunities right in our way. 
Do not let them pass by, saying ‘Someday I’ll try,’  but go and do something 
today.”- Will L. Thompson 
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